What a Scientist Must Do to Work in a BSL4 Laboratory

m -j:our to six months prior to requested access J The scientist undergoes an initial

to select agents [see “Terms”], the FBI will do health assessment.
extensive background checks on the scientist.

Getting

approval: i/‘
N

J The scientist is evaluated for laboratory J The scientist must complete preliminary J A supervised BSL3 training period of

experience (BSL2 experience required), biosafety training. one to six months is required, followed by

as well as biosafety experience and three to six months of solo BSL3 work
knowledge. A laboratory skills assessment experience, depending upon previous
is also performed.

BSL3 experience.
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J The proposed access to the Level 4 lab -JThe scientist must undergo a rigorous Jrhe Institutional Biosafety Committee

[see “Terms"] must approve the proposed
research study.

must receive preliminary approval by the medical examination specifically designed
BSL4 Scientific Director. for the BSL4.




The scientist must undergo lab-specific
orientation and containment-suit training.

Before being considered for solo access to
the maximum-containment lab, the scientist
must successfully complete at least

100 hours of supervised BSL4 training and
log at least 40 entries into the BSL4 lab
with a mentor.

-JBefore the scientist is approved for solo access,

he or she must obtain written approvals from
the BSL4 Scientific Director, the laboratory’s
Biocontainment Director and the

UTMB Biosafety Officer.

Each time a
scientist enters

the BSL4 lab:

From the buffer corridor, the scientist enters
a locker room within the BSL4 and changes
from street clothes into a jumpsuit.

1 2, The scientist must pass through a security
checkpoint manned 24 hours a day to enter
the building. He or she will need electronic
and other forms of security clearance to get
through a series of locked doors, elevators
and stairwells before reaching the first
containment door of the BSL4. The trip
between the building entrance and the
lab entrance is monitored through
closed-circuit cameras.
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-JThe scientist passes through the final locked

door to enter the buffer corridor around the
laboratory itself. The buffer corridor is under
negative pressure so that air flows into the
BSL4 area.
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J The scientist enters the suit room and

puts on socks and disposable gloves.

J The scientist dons a positive-pressure suit to

protect him- or herself from any infectious
material that might become airborne within
the containment lab. Negative air pressure
throughout the lab and buffer corridor keeps
air flowing into the laboratory to prevent
laboratory air from getting out.







